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Te?;:n Educational System 
f Continued Aon page 1) 
son: a form of the county unit system 
the most constructive method of 
procedure. We should net wait un­
til ail the people are ready to accept 
the county unit system in its full­
ness before taking the first steps-
It is doubtful whether we have vis­
ualized the county unit system in its 
completeness, yet there are some 
points upon which all educators ap­
parently agree, and the first of these 
is that our greatest difficulty in 
dealing with the rural schol problem 
grows out of inefficient administra­
tion. If the primary problem is 
thai of efficient administration, as 
it seems to be; if the primary prob­
lem is that of getting constructive 
leadership for our school system, 
then why should we wait until we 
can convince all of the citizens that 
they must accept the county unit 
system in its fullness before making 
a beginning toward the development 
of a more constructive plan of ad­
ministering the county schools ? 'Why 
not take one step at a time? By 
accepting the county as a unit for 
administration and by removing the 
office of the chief supervisor of our 
county a n cl state educational s y s-
tem from the baneful influences of 
partisan polities! hy having compe­
tent boards to select and supervise 
the work of these officers. This 
seems to be the most important and 
pressing of the many problems con­
fronting those who are engaged in 
an effort to improve the schools of 
the State; and since there is practi­
cally unanimous agreement upon 
this part of the program, it should 
not be difficult to inaugurate this re­
form at a very early date. 
V. \V. C. A. NOTES 
By Olivia S. McKinney 
Outline of Purpose 
1. To realize Full and Creative Life 
(a) Shall we be intellectually hon­
est 7 (b) What relation docs mon­
ey have to building a full and cre­
ative life? Time? (e) What must 
I do to make the purpose come 
true in my own fife? (d) Reading 
v a l u a b l e  l i t e r a t u r e ?  W h a t  p a r t  
does it play? j 
2. Making This Life possible for; 
all people, i 
(r) Social service, (b) Relation-! 
ships with people or other social; 
groups: 1. Industry. 2. Race 3. In- j 
ternational. j 
( c )  C a m p u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p , - ;  1 .  M e n  
and women. -. Politics. 
3. Seeking to Understand Jesus and 
follow Him. 
- (a) Study of personality of Jesus 
thru the Bible, (b) Study of the 
church, (c) Worship: 1. Individu­
al, 2. Group. 
The "Y" chest fund drive began 
Oct. 1 and closed Oct. 16. The a-
mount of money supposed to be rais­
ed is $500.00. This money is to be 
Spent in the following manner: 
Local Budget Expense $500.00 
National Board 100.00 
Reserve Fund 100.00 
Miscellaneous 55.00 
Literature 55.00 
Equipment 60.00 
Wiley Conference 130.00 
$500.00 
Ethel M. Jones, Pres. 
Olivia S. McKinney, sec'y 
Eveyln 3, Rucker, Supervisor 
Beaumont Y. 31. C. A. vs Prairie 
View Panthers 
The Beaumont Y. M. C. A. foot­
ball squad lost to the Prairie View 
Panthers, 24 to 12, on Blackshear 
Field, Saturday, October 21. The 
contest was a non-conference* bout 
the first test against outsiders had 
by the Panthers this season. 
The Y. M. C. A. team was over­
matched and the victory for the Pan­
thers was never in doubt by Praime 
View fans and athletic aces who. 
thronged the grandstand and college 
grounds. Move than 1500 saw the 
tilt, some coming from neighboring 
communities and towns to witness 
the demonstration. 
HOSPITAL BURNS 
The hospital at Prairie View State 
College was totally destroyed by fire 
of unknown origin early Thursday 
morning September 27, 1928. The 
home of Dr. J. M. Franklin, college , 
physician and surgeon, was almost de- \ 
stroyed. : 
In escaping from the sudden flames : 
one inmate, Miss Missouri Taylor of j 
Houston, Texas, was burned to death, j 
Several other inmates received injuries , 
which were promptly treated by phy- ' 
sicians and nurses from Houston, 
Hempstead and Bry an, who hurried j 
to the scene of the fire on calls sent 
out fpom the college. 
After local treatment the injured 
were taken to the hospital at Bryan, 
Texas, where the]/ received every pos­
sible attention. 
Students, teachers, and visitors alike 
fought the fire stubbornly and con­
sistently but being early in the morn­
ing while most ofthe college was asleep 
and before the flames were discovered 
they were unable to save the buidings. 
PRAIRIE VIEW HEARS 
DR. R. N. BROOKS 
Dr. R. N. Brooks, professor of 
Church. Kistoyy, Gammon theological 
Seminary, Atlan a, Ga., preached to 
Prairie View State Normal and Indus­
trial College bur day morning October 
21. Students ancl teachers had gath­
ered and t.;ken seats in the college 
auditorium several minutes before the 
instrumental prelude Was rendered. 
The order of worship was as fol­
lows : 
1. Hymn, Come Thou Almighty 
King—Congregation. 
2. Psalm 100 and Prayer—Chap­
lain J. C. McM orries. 
3. Hymn, Lord Speak to Me That 
I May Speak—Congregation. 
4. Announcements. 
5. Music. Special Choir. 
6. Sermon—-Dr. R. N. Brooks. 
7. Viur.nj, Lead On O King Eter-
r*r.:— C j n gr e gat»on. 
0. Bene die.'Son. 
D;. Brr ok j vac introduced to the 
college; by Pre/:, j, C. McMorries, col­
lege o.r;auhn, and took his text from 
Rev. 2 : u'r th hath an ear let him 
hear. Ih.s ef.-v.v-int minister and 
schol j r c v.d th.. t there are three 
voices speaking to the individual, 
namely, the hirer voice op the con­
science; the outer voice or the cry of 
the neighbor or needy; the voice from 
above, or the voice of Jesus, summon­
ing men and women everywhere, in 
every clime and country to the high­
er upright life. Dr. Brooks said 
that the service we owe to God we 
must pay it to man in uplifting, con­
structive service, and made an im­
pressive and dramatic plea for men and 
women to keep their spiritul ears 
open to hear the voices of the soui of 
the people and of Jesus at all times. 
T he college has been strengthened 
in all respects. Principal W. R. 
Banks is putting forth every effort 
to standardize each of the four col­
leges so that graduates therefrom 
will be admitted to the graduate' 
schord of any institution. 
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VOL. XVI; PNAlKiL) VTEW STATE COLLEGE, PRAIPJE VIEW, TEXAS NO. 1 
TEXAS EDUCATIONAL ijYFJfEIJ 
By T. O. Walton, LreTiferu 'rem 
A. :ir,d 1,5. Cofe.'ge 
Sxtract from 'fixes Outlook 
The school sysfe r., Ib;u coy other 
enterprise with #hit.$ Tunaa risings 
have to do, is depc-ruk m for its ITJfs 
cess npea the viEm, tho character 
if support, tmd type of leadership 
that is provided lor it. Our educa­
tional situation in Texas, in the twen­
tieth century may be compared to 
oar transportation system. We have 
a borse-and-buggy school system in 
an automobile age. Not that we have 
not made progress in the develop­
ment of educational facilities. Not 
that we do not have wen and women 
who are capable of making large con-
iufentkms to ife -••.-•going of our 
school system; but because for sen; 
reason we have been TO:.;;.Vie to im­
press upon the jr.nk ais-i l'fe <f the 
citizenship the v..hie of ed.tctUicu io 
all concerned. Tor some ror.r.o i -ve 
have been ur.ebk, to so ivgf: .: 
people with a kncpvledgv V: ton vA'ne 
of education to The ftA toot tsoy 
are willing to give n> T :* ;.3ierp.fee 
the support it must hav;- io lot? to 
attain -,hc highest ;; or.: .re." of suc­
cess. The ehicl business cl The otase 
through its gcn-eraminTil agencies is 
Iq assure iho Sffi-cbfiiing gome-rations 
of men s fair opportmiifjr1 to train 
them selves for -.useful .and construct­
ive citizenship. That we have failed 
In a large met sure to .accomplish 
these desired ends is evidenced by 
tNe large proportion ef illiterates, as 
well as by the lack of interest upon 
the part of those who should be most 
concerned with regard to the import­
ance of our eciucatiopEl program as 
a whole. It is well enough tor the 
leaders to go ahead and try to point 
the Way to a more constructive pro­
gram, but what we need in Texas 
more than almost anything else is 
mere real first-c-lass followers, more 
meg and women, who art willing to 
put a part of their lives up along 
side of the lives cf those engaged in 
the teaching rrmeshon, and to. give 
of their personal effort in sponsoring 
a mere constructive program of edu­
cation tor the whole people. 
before we get very far with any 
p; . of this machine that we call the 
e t a  ;  T o n a l  s y s t c  m ,  w e  m u s t  
sot i. c: Ties the foundation of the 
Who! ' structure. We must put our 
e.'o : • . schools upon S. sounder, 
run: -• efficient and constructive basis. 
W must reach measurably at least 
t.ke ideal that you have heard set up 
(his evening, of an equal opportunity 
for every child of the Commonwealth 
to acquire at least high school train­
ing. The citizen must be impressed 
with his duty and responsibility for­
doing constructive things. He must 
remember that everything of value 
has its price and that the price of 
education may be hig-h but the price 
of ignorance far surpasses in its ex-
: travagance anything we might dream 
! of as the legitimate cost of educa­
tion. You have heard a good deal 
, said on both" sides of the question 
| of whether Texas should adopt the 
county unit system. Our people are 
somewhat divided upon this issue, 
yet the educational leaders and lay­
men agree that at least a . part of 
f the responsibility for the backward 
' conditions prevailing in educational 
j circles in Texas is due to the lack 
• of the most constructive type of ad-
; ministration. They see the question 
: from different angles. But we all 
( seem to agree that we shall never 
make very much progress with our 
common schools in Texas until we 
provide better and more efficient ma­
chinery for the administration of 
these schools. If we believe that the 
boys and girls who live in rural 
places should have a more efficient 
system of schools, then we may as 
well lay aside our prejudices, if we 
hold them; our biases, if we have 
then?, a??d begin to work side by 
side for the accomplishment of the 
rn o s t constructive program that 
thoughtful leaders can develop. It 
is the consensus of opinion of those 
who have given the mo.st thought to 
the problem that the adoption of 
(Continued en page 4) • j 
ANNIVERSARY AND INAUGU­
RATION 
The year 1929 will be the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of Prairie View State 
Normal and Industrial College. It 
is contemplated by authorities of the 
College to celebrate the occasion with 
appropriate ceremony. 
The Executive Staff of the Alumni 
and Former Student Association of 
of the college in a meeting held some 
time ago offered its good offices in 
sponsoring the formal inauguration 
of Prof. W. R. Banks, as principal of 
Prairie View State Normal and In­
dustrial College, during and in con­
nection with the anniversary exer­
cises. 
Prof. W. L. Davis, principal of the 
Gregory School, Houston, Texas, was 
voted chairman, by the Executive 
Staff, with plenary power to select 
others to assist him in formulating 
plans and procedures to make the 
inaugural and anniversary exercises 
a success. 
The time for aggressive action js 
now at hand. It is certain that each 
member of the staff as well as the 
alumni and former students in gen­
eral are ready to co-operate fully to 
the end that the inaugural and an­
niversary features be of lasting in­
terest to the alumni and former 
students and of permanent import­
ance and value to the cause of pop­
ular education among our 
throughout the country. 
group 
Mrs. M. Schwarz Gives Books to the 
College 
Twelve books, mainly of fiction 
and a number of magazines have 
been contributed to the college by 
lira- M. Schwarz of Hempstead, Tex­
as, it was reported to the Standard. 
The books and the magazines have 
been placed in the college library 
and shall be drawn by teachers and 
students from time to time under 
the rules regulating the general use 
of library books. 
The college is appreciative of the 
books and magazines and offers 
thanks for these benefactions. 
THE J'EAIKIE VIEW STANDARD; 
Published monthly by Prairie View 
College, Prairie View, Texas. 
W. Rutherford Banks Principal 
Napoleon B. Edward , 
Executive Secretary 
Entered as second-class matter 
March 2, 1911, at the postoffice at 
Prairie View, Texas, under the act 
of March 8, 1879. 
Acceptance for mailing at special 
rates of postage provided for in sec­
tion 103, Act of October 3, 1917; 
authorized July 13, 1918. 
The Standard asks for News 
It will be impossible for the Stand­
ard to see and know all of the news 
and incidents worthy of publication. 
For that reason the Standard is cal­
ling on all teachers and employes 
of the college to mail or hand in any 
item they desire to be published and 
the same will be given due consider­
ation. 
A newspaper is a cooperative 
agency. Nobody can publish a paper 
alone. There must be cooperation in 
the giving as well as the getting-
news. It is for this reason that the 
Standard is requesting anybody 
teacher, pupil, employe or citizen, on 
the campus or abroad, to send in 
-such news as they desire to give to 
the public. 
There are so many valuable news 
items that go without notice only be­
cause attention of the Editor has 
not been called in time by those in 
possession, although in many cases 
I hey have free access to the mail 
and telephone. 
Telephone or mail your manuscript 
or composition to the Prairie View 
Standard and all material in keep­
ing- with high class journalism and 
in line with the general policy of 
the college will be published. 
3. Hymn, ''Koly, Holy, Holy," Con­
gregation. 
-1. Scriptures, Prof. James C. Mc­
Morries. 
5. Prayer. 
G. Hymn, "Oh Master Let Me 
Walk with Thee," congregation. 
7. Announcements, Prof. James C 
McMorries. 
8. Solo, Mr. C. S. Wells. 
9. Sermon, Principal W. R. Banks. 
10. Benediction. 
Principal Batiks chose for his sub­
ject, "I press forward toward the 
high calling of God which is in 
Christ -Jesus." The word, "press, ' 
said he, suggests the accomplish­
ment of a prize or an ideal. Ideals 
make standards and men, and tier 
highest standards to be attained are 
those set by the Almighty." 
"The trouble is," said Principal 
Banks, "that standards are set too 
low. Some came to college for cer­
tificates instead of for efficiency and 
service. It is not how much, but 
how little can be done to get the 
award." 
In closing the Principal pointed to 
j the ant as an example of industry 
j arid thrift and pled earnestly for 
t high and noble ideals both in public 
j and private to the end that the world 
i would be better by reason of the uri-
i selfish, consecrated, ennobled lives 
i we live each day. 
1NTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE 
Prairie View Hears Principal W. It. 
Banks in First Lay Sermon 
of the Session 
Fully 1500 people including teach­
ers and employes heard Principal W. 
R. Banks in the first lay sermon of 
the session in the college auditorium. 
Prof. James C. McMorries, college 
chaplain, presided. 
The order of the morning worship 
was as follows: 
1. Instrumental Prelude. 
2. Invocation . Sentence,. Congrega­
tion. 
The Texas Interscholastic League 
of Colored Schools has been orga­
nized for the promotion of literary, 
track and field events in the various 
county, district and state contests to 
be held over the state. 
Contests in spelling will be in 
writing this year and for the first 
time contests in arithmetic will be 
held. 
The rules and regulations govern­
ing the Interscholastic League and 
the membership fees are the same 
as last year. All membership fees 
should be sent to W. R. Banks, ex­
ecutive secretary, Prairie View Col­
lege, Prairie View, Texas. 
Already schools are beginning to 
mail their membership fees and the 
enrollment expected to exceed one 
thousand schools. 
The local committee appointed by 
Principal W. R. Banks to assist in 
the operation of the Interscholastic 
League are as follows: 
C. H. Waller, Chairman 
Mrs. L. M. Richardson. Secretary 
Mrs. M. E. V. Hunter 
N. B. Ed• 
G. 0. Sat 
L. A. Pot 
Miss E. ( 
Dean G. 
Dean W. " 
K. A. Di. 
Sgt. Was 
J. H. La-
G. T. Kyi 
H. J. Bin 
R. B. At-
Mrs. Eras 
J. J. Abe 
hi. H. We. 
G. W. Bu 
G. C. Col 
K, S. Est-
B. L. Or® 
H. J. Km 
Mis;; Mar 
Miss :K. 
Miss Halbe­
rd 
(SSI 
May 
. Coll iris 
Evans 
iX 
nils 
.'1 
od 
n 
:-thv 
in? 
tanan 
Alter 
1! 
Lt? 
lit 
illtckell 
Robert s 
Luca.; 
To the AIu in:, Ex-Students, a r. d 
'Friend.-; of Prairie View State 
College: 
It is the Jan of the authorities 
and friends I Prairie View College 
to celebrate [ ,e Fiftieth Anniversary 
of the lust'. ;tion in 1929. At the 
same time j a are hoping to have 
the greatest I installation of Principal 
Banks ever liven an educational 
leader in t-d country. I have been 
designated hairman of this Com­
mittee to ..j m for this celebration. 
Therefore, Ij am issuing this call to 
the teachers | -.f Texas in general and 
co the Prai-r • Viewites in partic'ular 
to meet in i conference in Marshall, 
Texas, Frida , November 30, 1928 at 
4:30 P. St. I Herein fail not. Your 
presence am your counsel are very 
much desire; 
Given uru •v my signature, this 
6th day of | ietober, 1928. 
V. L.j Davis, 
Chain an of Committee, 
1504 'awling Street, 
Housti n, Texas. 
October 23,1928. 
Prof. N. 13. Id ward, 
Executive g uretary, 
Prairie Vies! College, 
Prairie Vie. Texas. 
Sir: 
I have re! lived your communica­
tion pertaini g to the proposed col­
lege annive'p. iry and inauguration of 
the principals The definite procedure 
that lis to he| taken in regards to the 
matter has ij A been made known to 
me; howe.vej it is the aim of the 
alumni, in this section, 
in interest and support 
that has a bearing on ( ir School. 
Probably, Mr. Davis 
the kindness to inform 
is to be known and don 
Beaumont will give he 
if she is considered by t 
fostering the movement 
Yours res per 
R. T, ". 
711 Poplar Street, Be >. 
Octobe 
Prof. Napoleon B. Eri.v 
Executive Secrectary 
Prairie View College, 
Prairie View, Texas. 
My dear Prof Edward. 
I am pleased to no in 
letter of October 17 that 
chosen as one of a c< 
Sponsor the exercises o 
Fiftieth Anniversary o! 
Old School. I want you 
I am ready and willing- t 
with the other members 
and help make the oceai-
able one. The idea is ur 
time a fitting one to 
mile-stones. 
In a conversation wi 
a few days ago he er-
plan to take immediate 
end. I am at your sen 
have but to command 
Yours vet> 
Mary 
Head of f 
Jacl; Ya tes 
310 Ruthven St., H v 
WGREEKS' ME'S 
;o be loyal 
toward all 
respon.se to a questionnaire that, had 
been submitted by him touching- the 
criticisms as well as the needs of the 
vill do me'college. The Principal advocated ef­
ts to what 
I am sure 
•ty support 
se who are 
'-My, 
a am, 
a,lit, Texas 
1928. 
;-om your 
L nave been 
nmittee to 
serving the 
our Grand 
, know that 
fall in line 
f the group 
;>n a credit -
que and the 
recount our 
ficiency in service and pled for right­
eous and elevating conduct at all 
times. He took a decided stand 
against intimate relations between 
teachers and students and for a poli­
cy which will redound to a greater 
and bigger Prairie View. 
OUTSTANDING NEGRO FARMER 
HAS $24,000 RICE CROP 
L. D. Fontenot, formerly of Ope-
lousas, Louisiana, but who has for 
the past eleven years lived in Jeffer­
son County, Texas, is indeed a Ne­
gro farmer well worth calling to the 
j attention of the public. When he 
came to Beaumont eleven years ago 
he leased 500 acres of farm land. 
400 of these acres are planted in 
rice, and GO acres in general farm 
crops. Forty acres are used for 
grazing purposes for his livestock. 
Mr. Fontenot has not missed a rice 
crop in the eleven years he has lived 
in Jefferson County. This year his 
A., with the approval of Principal 
V7. R. Banks has been very careful 
in the selection of the cadet officers 
and it Its thought that the very best 
material was commissioned. 
VtfflS if meant to be picked out 
from a group te perform the duties 
of cadet officers was emphasized and 
the cadets were made to know that 
they must be obedient, loyal to the 
government and its institutions, and 
to see that their subordinates con­
form to the rules and regulations of 
the school and to carry out the law­
ful orders of their superiors. 
The cadet organization fe as fol­
lows : 
Company "A" 
Captain Marion C. Bates. 
1st. Lieut. Todd Hint on. 
2nd. Lieut. Marshall Brown. 
2nd. Lieut. John R. Singleton. 
Company "B" 
vessed his 
eps to this 
ee and you 
,e. 
is u!y, 
Jones, 
story Dept. 
hgh School. 
• ton, Texas. 
:'!NG 
Captain Jam; C. B-.-rd. 
of 
met in the 
)al W. R. 
ed the new 
The first meeting-
Workers' Meeting-, com 
teachers and employes 
college chapel. Brine 
Banks presided. 
Prayer was offered by 
C. McMorries. 
The Principal in trod: 
teachers and employes i Id welcomed 
them to the college pe J onnel. 
The Principal annoum [d the dates 
and procedure for the 
ercises of the college a 
committees embracing 
and employes to cover 
of college activity for 
session. 
The Principal in a t( 
ner set the pace for the 
college in a brief adi 
dress. He took for hi 
plies from 46 members 
college class that had 1 
| rice crop alone will yield an average 
Prof. Davis 1 &f fifteen barrels per acre, a total 
of G,000 barrels, the market price 
for which averages $4.00 per barrel, 
or a total of 824,000. In addition to 
this rice crop he is growing on his 
60 acre upland farm a diversification 
of farm products, such as cotton, 
corn, peas, peanuts, and other feed 
stuffs for his live stock. 
For the production of his crops he 
owns two tractors, one McCormick, 
and one Fordson, pulling eight foot j 
! and four foot binders respectively, ! 
the faculty,'and one separator (threshing ma- i 
osed of all chine). He owns six good mules,! 
and one horse, raises his own hogs, 
cows and chickens, and takes pride 
in his family garden, from which the 
Prof. James [family may have fresh vegetables 
in some form during the entire year. 
Mr. Fontenot has a wife and four 
daughters, two of whom are attend­
ing- high school at Beaumont. He is 
an intelligent, wide awake farmer, 
and carries on his farm activities 
directly under the supervision of the 
Negro county agent, G. M. Roligan. 
He is in every way a credit to his 
opening ex-
d appointed 
ill teachers 
11 phases of 
the regular; race. 
aching- man-
deals of the 
onitory ad-
subject re-
f the senior 
-en made in 
COLLEGE CADET CORPS 
1st. Lieut. Leonard Kennedy. 
2nd. Lieut. Cojnmodors Mason. 
2nd. Lieut. Robert \7. Cossf. 
Company "C" 
Captain J. S. Blar.c'nette, 
1st. Lieut. Evester Givens. 
2nd. Lieut. Otis White. 
2nd. Lieut. James Jackson. 
Company "B" 
Captain R. W. Hiiiiank 
1st. Lieut. Samuel Heur.ington. 
2nd. Lieut. O. J. Massey. 
2nd. Lieut. Ernest Palmes. 
Supply Officer 
2nd. Lieut. J. L. Teal. 
Staff 
1st. Lieut. Henry Ellison. 
2nd. Lieut. J. H. Brown. 
2nd. Lieut. Granville Sandford. 
Bugle Corps 
2nd. Lieut. Daniel Brown. 
2nd. Lieut. P. M. Williams. 
2nd. Lieut. Alvin Collins. 
2nd. Lieut. Nathaniel Lev/is. 
Band Officers 
Captain W. M. Davis. 
1st. Lieut. Henry Staton. 
2nd. Lieut. Walton .Waller. 
2nd, Lieut. Arthur Huckaby, 
2nd. Lieut. O. C. Abernethy. 
The cadet corps of Prairie View 
State Normal and Industrial College 
has been organized for the session. [ in writing and contests in arithmeti 
Commandant William Banks, U. S will also be held. 
The Interscholastic League 
The Texas Interscholastic Leagu 
of Colored Schools has been some 
what re-organized and will be large 
and better this year. . " 
Contests in spelling will be don 
